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SYNERGY — BOARD CHAIRMAN 

552. Mr W.J. JOHNSTON to the Minister for Energy: 

I have a supplementary question. Is the minister aware that the act also provides that a board meeting is unable to 
be formed without a quorum and a quorum is four? On what date did a quorum meeting of the board take place 
to do the consultation? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN replied: 

The member for Cannington likes to think he is a bush lawyer. If he is, he should stay in the bush. He likes to 
give legal advice freely. Do not listen to anything he says. Yes, the act provides that a board meeting has to have 
a quorum of four. In reference to the issue of consulting with the board members about appointing a chairman, it 
does not require a meeting. We had a discussion with each individual board member and ticked off on that.  

Mr W.J. Johnston: That’s what your legal advice told you! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington! 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: So the member knows my legal advice now! He gives it; he knows it. What I recommend to 
everyone is to ignore him. 

Several members interjected. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Take legal advice from this man at your peril! He is a professional fabricator. My legal 
advice is that I discussed it with the board — 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: As I expect the minister well knows, a phrase calling someone a “professional 
fabricator” is unparliamentary. 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I do not know whether you want to call the Premier to order. 

The SPEAKER: Members, I want points of order heard in silence. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: It is clearly unparliamentary and the minister is clearly accusing the member for 
Cannington of lying by using the phrase “professional fabricator”. He is not fooling anyone using a phrase like 
that and pretending he is implying something else. If the minister actually believes the member is involved in 
some kind of improper fabrication work, perhaps he would like to outline what that is. The minister may think it 
is funny, but it is unparliamentary to accuse someone of lying in this place. 

The SPEAKER: Member, you have made your point of order. 

Can you withdraw that comment please, minister. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: It is accurate, but I withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER: I am going to call you to order for the first time. I want you to withdraw that comment 
unreservedly. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: I withdraw unreservedly. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: I go back to the issue: do not take legal advice from the member for Cannington because you 
will be in deep strife if you do. 

We discussed the issue and got agreement for the appointment of the two board members. In agreeing to it, I 
thought it was an excellent appointment, as did most people. The member for Cannington can complain, but I 
read in the paper today that he thought Mr Rowe was an astonishingly intelligent person with a great deal of 
experience. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: He said “outstanding”. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: I think the member for Victoria Park agrees with me. 
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